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[Using the Medicinal Plant “Taheebo” in Integrated Cancer Medicine]
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BEnglish translation

In recent years, modern Western medicine is paying
greater attention to “integrated cancer medicine”,
which involves the concomitant use of supplements
and various complementary and alternative medicines
in cancer treatment, with an aim at reinforcing our
natural healing abilities.

Many research results have particularly reported the
utility against cancer and lifestyle-related diseases of
“NQ801”, a functional element that is isolated and ex-
tracted from the medicinal Tabebuia avellanedae plant
(commonly known as “Taheebo”) that grows in the
Amazon River basin in Brazil, South America. Further-
more, its safety in regard to healthy cells has been con-
firmed.

NQ801 is a naphthoquinone natural colorant con-
tained in the bark (the bast portion) of the Tabebuia

avellanedae (hereinafter referred to as “TA”), its an-
ticarcinogenic effect is garnering special interest, and
its 1) direct action (apoptotic effect), 2) indirect ac-
tion (immunostimulatory effect) and 3) supplemen-
tary action (antioxidative, pain relieving and sedative
effects) on cancer cells are being researched and re-
ported on.

This hospital had an opportunity to use a TA extract
powder (the spray-dried product of a hot-water ex-
traction from TA bark) containing this NQ801 com-
ponent, and carried out clinical examination on the
significance and the role that NQ801 brings to “int-
egrated cancer medicine”.

Pre-surgery, post-surgery, and advanced cancer
(under palliative care) patients were given TA extract
powder and a recently developed “Concentrated TA
Extract Powder” to drink, and clinical efficacy was ex-
amined towards their application in “integrated can-
cer medicine”.

This Concentrated TA Extract Powder was the prod-
uct of a TA extract fortified through the addition of
NQ801-rich fractions, thus increasing the NQS801
content of by a factor of six.

The results from pathological retrieval of surgically-
isolated tissue suggested that, when TA extract pow-
der (NQ801) was used together with a low dosage
anti-cancer drug as a pre-operative treatment against
a solid carcinoma, NQ801 induced and permeated
CD4- and CD8-positive T-cells in the area surround-
ing the cancer cell whose DNA was damaged (anti-tu-
moral effects: apoptotic and immunostimulatory ac-
tivity). Moreover, neither side effects nor anorexia
were observed during use of the anti-cancer drug.
Furthermore, prevention of recurrence and metasta-
sis through increased immunity and an antioxidative
effect was suggested when used post-operatively, and
it is thought that there is a major significance in us-
ing NQ801 to prevent recurrence. Even for advanced
cancer patients, a role for this extract was suggested
in palliative care and palliative therapy due to its
enabling long-term anti-cancer drug treatment (coex-
istence with tumors) while reducing side effects. In
addition, when both extracts used in this study were
compared, a higher anti-tumoral effect was observed
with the Concentrated TA Extract Powder, and dose
dependency was confirmed.

Thus, the significance of using a NQ801 component
in “integrated cancer medicine” can be considered
substantial and its role in this regard should increase
greatly as clinical research advances. It is our hope
that similar clinical research will be implemented in
the future towards a variety of objectives.
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[Molecular biological evaluation of Tabebuia avellanedae, a medicinal plant with anti-tumoral
efficacy - Particular comparison made to 3-Lapacho undergoing Phase Il trials in the U.S.]
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MEnglish translation

Amongst the diversity of medicinal plants from South
America, Tabebuia avellanedae (from Brazil) has been
in continuous use by humankind for several centuries
now as an especially effective treatment for various
diseases. Its utility has been clarified from the aspect
of therapy that considers reducing the burden on hu-
mans and is based on the concepts of present-day
complementary and alternative medicine.

We will be reporting on the appreciable data that has
been obtained regarding the effect of anticarcinogen-
ic induction towards chemopreventive activity, an es-

pecially important item in cancer treatment today,
as well as on the application of those measures to
humans. As fundamental consideration in that re-
gard, we conducted tests that utilize cells and tests
that utilize small animals, and analyzed them for
evidence supporting efficacy on humans to-date.

For many, many centuries, the medicinal Tabebuia
avellanedae plant (commonly known as “Taheebo”)
has been used by the local populace for various dis-
ease and conditions, especially during the ancient
Inca Empire, and it is still in frequent use today.
With that, it is defined as a medicine that is highly
safe for human consumption. For several decades
now, a useful compound from the internal bark of
this plant has been isolated, its structure deter-
mined, and detailed research has been conducted.
Recently, the g-Lapachone naphthoquinone com-
pound that it contains has advanced to the final sta-
ges of Phase II testing in the United States in impor-
tant studies related to pharmaceutical development
in cancer treatment.

On the other hand, the presenters here have also in-
dependently isolated that same compound, conduc-
ted structural analysis, acquired patents for its bio-
logical activity in several countries worldwide, and
named it “NQ801”.

With the utility of this substance on humans estab-
lished through the development of that compound
by powerful venture companies in the U.S., it is our
goal to discover the necessary conditions of Taheebo
and NQ801 in the application to humans through
more detailed biochemical and molecular biological
analyses and including a comparison with g-Lapa-
chone, the compound currently under development.




