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[Basic and applied studies for physiological activities of Brazilian traditional medicine, Taheebo |
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Tabebuia avellanedae (Bignoniaceae)(TA), which is native in
South America from Brazil to northern Argentina, is well
known in traditional folk medicine used for the treatment of
various disease during five hundred years in South America
area. The inner bark of this plant produced in Brazil is
distributed in Asia as a herb tea and healthy purpose. Previ-
ously, we reported that extract essence of TA(TA ess.) and
including naphtoquinones type compounds (5-hydroxy-2-
(1-hydroxyethyl)-naphtho[2,3-b] furan-4,9-dione) inhibited
TPA-induced in vitro assay in vivo assay, and thereby acted
as a chemopreventive agents against carcinogenic com-
pounds. In this study, the purpose of these useful samples
will be to develop active effect and short term clinical trial
and these laboratory data accumulated so far strongly sug-
gest its role as support and helpness to cancer therapy, us-
ing these materials.
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[Chemopreventive potency of Tabebuia averanedae ext. against carcinogenic in vitro and in vivo test]
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We widely conducted a screening to detect to substances that
are potentially useful for the feasibility of integrating medici-
nal plants against all type tumor. In the process of our in vitro
and in vivo conventional assay for anti-tumor romoters/chem-
opreventive agents, using Brazilian medicinal plant, Tabebuia
avellanedae, (TA) which is a plant that has been used in herbal
medicine since 500 years before mostly in South America,
short-term in vitro assay for anti-tumor promoters and two-
stage carcinogenesis tests of mouse skin was conducted.
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