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[Medicinal Plants as Complementary and Alternative Cancer Drugs: A clinical examination
of "NQ801" extracted from "Tabebuia avellanedae" (commonly known as "Taheebo")]
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BEnglish translation

In recent years, cancer treatment not limited solely to
Western medical techniques but that also considers
the concomitant use of complementary and alterna-
tive medicine with supplements is gaining attention.
Many research results have particularly reported the
utility against cancer and lifestyle-related diseases of
“NQ801”, a functional element that is isolated and
extracted from the medicinal Tabebuia avellanedae
plant (commonly known as “Taheebo”) that grows in
the Amazon River basin in Brazil, South America.
NQ801 is a naphthoquinone natural colorant con-
tained in the bark (the bast portion) of the Tabebuia
avellanedae (hereinafter referred to as “TA”), its an-

ticarcinogenic effect is garnering special interest,
and its 1) direct action (apoptotic effect), 2) indir-
ect action (immunostimulatory effect) and 3) sup-
plementary action (antioxidative, pain relieving and
sedative effects) on cancer cells are being resear-
ched and reported on.

This hospital had an opportunity to use a TA ex-
tract powder (the spray-dried product of a hot-wa-
ter extraction from TA bark) containing this NQ801
component, and carried out clinical examination on
the significance and the role that NQ801 brings to
complementary and alternative medicine. Pre-sur-
gery, post-surgery, and advanced cancer (under
palliative care) patients were given TA extract pow-
der and a recently developed “Concentrated TA Ex-
tract Powder” to drink, and clinical efficacy was ex-
amined towards application in complementary and
alternative cancer medicine. This Concentrated TA
Extract Powder was the product of a TA extract for-
tified through the addition of NQ801-rich fractions,
thus increasing the NQ801 content of by a factor of
Six.

The result indicated that the significance of using a
TA extract both prior to operation (anti-tumoral ef-
fect: pathological studies) as well as post-operation
(prevention of recurrence and metastasis through
increased immunity) is large. Even for advanced
cancer patients, a role for this extract was suggested
in palliative care and palliative therapy due to its
enabling long-term anti-cancer drug treatment (co-
existence with tumors) while reducing side effects.
When both extracts used in this examination were
compared, a higher anti-tumoral effect was ob-
served with the fortified TA extract powder, and
dose dependency was confirmed.

Thus, the significance of using a NQ801 component
in complementary and alternative cancer medicine
can be considered substantial and its role in this re-
gard should increase further greatly as clinical re-
search advances. It is our hope that similar clinical
research will be implemented in the future towards
a variety of objectives.
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[Fundamental studies of TAHEEBO(Tabebuia avellanedae)against Advanced glycation

endproducts induced carcinogenesis |
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M English abstract

Advanced glycation endproducts(AGEs) are gener-
ally recognized as products of several complica-
tions of various diseases including diabetes melli-
tus, and the excessive formation of AGEs lead to in-
creased risk of cancers. In the course of our studies
of human relate carcinogens and their possible
chemopreventions, we investigated carcinogenic
activity of the AGE (Maillard reaction product of
human serum albumin and glucose, HAGE) and
found the significant tumor initiating potency on
two-stage mouse skin test. As the test, SENCAR
mice were initiated with single dose of HAGE and
promoted with TPA twice aweek for 20 weeks. In
the current work, TAHEEBO was examined to their
inhibitory effect against HAGE induced carcinogen-
esis.




